New from

SIRD

edited by
Louis Lebel
Anond Snidvongs

Chen-Tung Arthur Chen
Rajesh Daniel

L

P e
Critical ¥z

¥

-

Environmental Challenges to
Development in
Monsoon Southeast Asia




This book is a comprehensive, “state-of-the-science” review and assessment
of how global environmental change and development are interacting in the
Southeast Asian monsoon region. It is targeted at the scientific community
working on environmental changes in Southeast Asia. It builds on more than
a decade of capacity building and research activities, many coordinated by
the Global Change SysTem for Analysis Training and Research in Southeast
Asia (wwuw.start.org). This book is also an initial contribution from the Southeast
Asian region to Earth System Science Partnership initiative known as the
Monsoon Asia Integrated Regional Study (www.mairs-essp.org).

The Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN) is an inter-
governmental network for the promotion of global change research and links
between science and policy making in the Asia-Pacific Region. Current member
countries of the APN: Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Fiji, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal,
New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, United States of America and Viet Nam.
http://www.apn.gr.jp/en/indexe. html

Unit for Social and Environmental Research (USER) conducts and
coordinates high quality inter-disciplinary research on the relationships
between human society and the environment that will make a contribution to
improving ecological sustainability, human well-being and social justice in
the Southeast Asia region. USER carries out field-based action research on the
interactions between livelihoods, lifestyles and social institutions with the
environment. This body of research tries to be critical and reflective while
striving to listen to the needs and claims articulated by socially vulnerable
groups. USER is formally affiliated with the Faculty of Social Sciences at Chiang
Mai University, Thailand.
http://www.sea-user.org

SIRD is an independent publishing house founded in January 2000 in Petaling Jaya,
Malaysia. The SIRD list focuses on thought-provoking titles on Malaysia and its Southeast
Asian neighbours for general readers as well as scholars, activists and policymakers. A sister
organization GB Gerakbudaya Sdn Bhd distributes or co-publishes books for academic
publishers, small presses and NGOs in Malaysia and beyond.
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The peoples of Southeast Asia share a common need for action: a proactive engagement
with and forward-looking response to the multi-level environmental and social changes
which are redefining vulnerabilities and opportunities in development.

Extraordinarily rapid economic development has radically transformed urban-industrial,
agrarian and marine environments throughout Southeast Asia. Future development is now
being constrained, however, by the consequences of decades of largely unregulated exploi-
tation of the region's rich natural resources and biodiversity. It has also increased or altered
the vulnerabilities of Southeast Asian populations to climatic variables, flooding, and
global economic shifts.

Critical States provides transboundary "state-of-the-science" reviews, case studies, and
assessments of issues in the environmental change-development nexus, including: gover-
nance and institutional challenges, urbanization, climate change, poverty, as well as land,
energy, and water use.
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